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id'emeroX  Assembly  of  the  Stale  of  Illinois: 

ie  relation  which  the  people  of  the  State 
established  between  you  and  me,  makes  it 
cty,  from  time  to  time,  to  give  you  infor- 
;ii  of  the  state  of  the  Government  and  re- 
u;nd  to  your  consideration  such  measures 
[ ay  deem  expedient. 

JJ  very  able  and  elaborate  Message  of  my 
riguished  predecessor,  delivered  to  you  at 
tmmencement  of  your  present  session,  re- 
v!  me  of  the  necessity  of  saying  much 
,t  otherwise  might  have  found  it  incum- 
liipon'me  to  lay  before  you.  With  the  sug- 
rtns  aDd  recommendations  contained  in 
tMessage,  I fully  concur. 

Tj  general  prosperity  of  our  State,  at  the 
isat  time,  should  elicit  our  warmest  grati- 
h toward  the  Great  Author  of  all  our  bless- 
gj  Good  health,  peace  and  unexampled 
o:erity  prevail  throughout  our  borders — and 
er  legitimate  branch  of  business  is  prosecu- 
i ith  a success  hitherto  scarcely  dreamed  of. 
i;riculture  may  be  regarded  as  the  founda- 
nbf  all  our  prosperity.  No  State  in  the 
an,  no  country  on  the  globe  is  more  favored 
r iture  for  the  successful  pursuit  of  Agri- 
d.re  than  Illinois.  Agriculture,  however, 
xmost  of  our  other  interests,  requires,  at 
tent,  for  its  successful  and  complete  devel- 
jient,  the  fostering  care  of  the  Government; 
»<I  recommend  an  appropriation  of  reason  a- 
Uimount  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  efforts 


that  are  being  made  by  the  Stale  Agriculture 
Society  (whose  efforts  in  this  cause  have  been 
thus  far,  both  enlightened  and  successful,)  to 
advance  that  vital  interest.  The  Report  of 
that  Society,  which  will  shortly  be  laid  before 
you,  points  out  the  mode  in  which  the  interfer- 
ence  of  th6  State  "will  be  most  productive  of 
good. 

It  is  a matter  of  very  sincere  gratification, 
that  those  Institutions  of  charity — the  Hospital 
for  the  Insane,  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum, 
and  the  School  for  the  Blind— which  have  here- 
tofore received  the  fostering  care  of  the  State, 
are  more  than  equaling  our  warmest  anticipa- 
tions. I cheerfully  recommend  the  very  rea- 
sonable appropriations  asked  for  each  of  .them. 
And,  as  kindred  to  this,  I would  call  your  at- 
tention to  the  subject  of  establishing  a School 
for  the  Instruction  of  Idiots.  Ample  expe- 
rience in  other  States  has  established  the  grat- 
ifying fact,  that  a portion,  at  least,  of  this  most 
unfortunate  class  of  our  citizens,  are  suscepti- 
ble of  improvement  by  suitable  training  and 
teaching,  such  as  may  be  afforded  them  at  pro- 
per institutions.  I know  of  no  object  to  which 
the  funds  of  our  Treasury  could  be  more  pro- 
properly  applied  than  to  the  elevation  of  this 
class  of  our  citizens.  It  will  gratify  me  much 
if  the  Legislature,  in  its  wisdom,  shall  take  the 
same  view  of  this  subject  which  I do,  and  vote 
the  necessary  funds  for  establishing  an  Institu- 
tion for  the  Instruction  of  Idiots,- 


It  is  my  duty, also, to  call  your  attention  to  the 
subject  of  the  erection  of  a new  Penitentiary. 
Our  present  one  is  known  to  be  already  bur- 
thened  with  more  inmates  than  can  well  be  ac- 
commodated, for  want  of  room.  Another  Pen- 
itentiary located  some  where  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  State  seems  to  be  desired  by  our 
people;  and  I hope  you  will  find  it  consistent 
with  your  sense  of  duty  to  provide  for  its  erec- 
tion. 

Application  will  be  made  to  you  for  aid  in 
behalf  of  schools  for  the  reform  of  juvenile  de- 
linquents. The  practice  of  punishing  offences 
committed  by  youths  of  tender  age  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  committed  by  adults, is  unquestion- 
ably evil  in  all  its  tendencies.  Boys  whose  minds 
and  characters  are  yet  unformed,  are  thrown  in- 
to jails  with  old  and  hardened  offenders  from 
whom  they  receive  lessons  in  villainy  and  crime 
which  qualify  them  for  becoming  adroit  and 
confirmed  criminals,  when  again  let  loose  upon 
society.  Whereas,  if  these  youths  were  placed 
at  an  institution  admitting  none  but  juveniles, 
under  the  care  and  supervision  of  judicious 
teachers,  and  there  taught,  not  only  the  ordin- 
ary branches  of  education,  but  those  principles 
which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  all  excellence  in 
character,  they  might  be  reclaimed  of  their  vic- 
ious habits  and  restored  to  society,  prepared  to 
become  its  ornaments  and  support.  I oommend 
this  subject  to  your  attentive  consideration. 

Our  Common  School  Law,  though  established 
on  a^  correct  basis,  is  yet  found  in  some  of  its 
details,  embarrassing  and  almost  impracticable. 
It  requires  careful  revision,  and  I refer  you  to 
the  very  excellent  and;  extended  lleport  of  the 
late  Superintendent  of  Schools  for  the  particu- 
lars in  which  it  is  deemed  defective,  in  the  hope 
that  you  will  be  able  so  to  amend  it  as  to  re- 
move all  difficulty  connected  with  its  successful 
administration. 

Our  present  system  of  Banking  Laws  ope- 
rates as  well,  perhaps,  as  we  had  any  reason 
to  anticipate,  yet  it  has  hardly  been  tested 
sufficiently  to  authorize  a decided  opinion  as  to 
what  its  effect  may  be  upon  the  business  of  our 
people  in  times  of  general  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ment and  distress.  I would  suggest  such 
amendment  of  those  laws  as  experience  may 
have  shown  to  be  necessary  for  the  safety  of 
bill  holders,  but  without  any  material  increase 
of  ^the  powers  of  Banking  Corporations. 

The  inhabitants  of  our  State  were,  in  accord- 
ance with  tho  requirements  of  the  Constitution 
enumerated  in  the  year  1855.  It  will  therefore, 


devolve  upon  you  to  form  new  Senat  i| 
Representative  Districts,  so  as  to  give 
ral  portions  of  our  State,  their  just  sh; 
legislation  of  the  country.  A proper  1 
the  rights  of  the  people,  as  well  as 
principle  of  equal  representation,  whi. 
lies  all  our  republican  institutions, 
itself  dictate  the  necessity  of  so  adjust 
time  to  time,  the  representation  of  cc 
ces,  as  to  prevent  the  great  inequali 
arises  so  often  in  a country  augmentin 
ulation  so  rapidly  as  ours.  The  frame 
Constitution,  acting  upon  the  just  and 
principle  of  equal  representation,  have 
that  the  Legislature  shall,  at  its  nex 
session  after  an  enumeration  has  taki 
apportion  the  State  into  new  distri 
performing  this  imperative  duty,  it  ma 
to  consider  whether  the  very  large  ini 
population  in  our  State  since  the  Com 
was  adopted,  amounting  to  more  tha 
million  of  (people,  does  not  require  an 
of  the  number  of  Representatives,  as  ] 
by  the  Constitution.  I would  recomme 
an  increase,  as  not  only  dictated  by  cc 
tions  of  convenience,  but,  also,  as  a n 
popular  rights. 

I he  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Compai 
ing  obtained  for  the  purpose  of  the  cons 
of  that  road,  the  large  body  of  land  gn 
the  State  by  the  General  Government,  a 
ing  in  return  undertaken  certain  obligal 
ward  the  State  and  the  people,  claims  f i 
reason,  the  particular  attention  of  our  M 
tive  and  Executive  Departments.  The 
ing  terms  in  which  my  distinguished  prec 
has  spoken  of  this  enterprise,  are,  in  my ' 
well  deserved.  I believe  the  work  wh 
accomplished  will  stand  unrivalled,  even 
country,  proverbially  renowned  for  bo 
gigantic  undertakings.  It  is  a proud 
raent  of  the  skill,  sagacity  and  enlightene 
ot  those  who  conceived  and  have  thus  far 
ted  it.  The  pecuniary  benefits  to  our 
Treasury  arising  from  the  arrangement  b 
the  State  and  the  Company,  are  umnist 
great,  promising  as  they  do  at  do  distal 
entirely  to  relieve  onr  citizens  of  taxatf 
State  purposes.  But  the  beneficial  eff< 
this  great  enterprise,  upon  the  business 
people  at  large,  and  more  particularly  tha! 
tion  oftbem  in  Southern  Illinois,  who  hav< 
tofore  labored  under  such  serious  difficul 
reference  to  markets,  and  commerc'al 
course,  but  who  will  soon  rival  in  all  th 
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(greatness,  their  hitherto  more  favored 
dizens,— are  almost  incalculable.  I have 
ll,t  confidence  that  you  will  extend  every 
l£le  facility  to  this  Company  m the  prose- 

i its  enternrise — while  at  the  same  tmm 
ll^uard  with  utmost  caution  the  rights  ot 
3 1 this  behalf. 

r mt  reasonable,  perhaps,  that  I should 
oil  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  distin- 

ii  certain  individuals  who  were  prom- 
t the  inception  of  this  great  enterprise. 

[c'-is  Ketchum,  George  Griswold,  David 
e and  Jonathan  Sturges  are  we  mainly 
,fc,  for  the  successful  carrying  out  of  this 
inject,  Mr.  Ketchum  especially,  was  as  ac- 
^ewas  efficient  in  organizing  the  Compa- 
ain  devising  ways  and  means  for  the  pro- 
le of  the  work.  In  these  things  he  was 
» tained  by  the  other  gentlemen  named, 
ii more  than  one  occasion,  when  the  pros- 
■ i-  the  enterprise  were  shrouded  in  gloom 
Ic  bt,  and  "when  nothing  but  the  most  bold 
klful  policy  could  have  saved  it,  these  gen- 
Srisked  their  own  private  means  to  an  ex- 
»ich,  had  the  enterprise  failed,  would 
irolved,  some  of  them  at  least,  in  irre- 
ae  ruin.  I take  pleasure,  therefore,  in 

• these  gentlemen  before  the  State  in  the 
Miich  I know  is  proper  to  them,  that  our 
tn  future,  may  never  forget  to  whom  they 
Etly  indebted  for  the  great  work  of  the 
t Railroad. 

■fleeting  upon  the  various  causes  of  our 
y unparalleled  prosperity  as  a State,  we 
•never  to  forget  that  a highly  intelligent 
ii  ustrious  emigration  has  materially  aided 
Successfully  developing  the  rich  resources 

• soil,  and  building  up  our  cities  and  vil- 

• The  spirit  of  our  National  and  State 
itutions,  and  the  wholesome  laws  enacted 
£ early  sages  of  our  history,  extend  to  emi- 
4 after  a residence  of  reasonable  time 
«st  us,  if  not  all,  yet  many,  and  practically 
*^)st  important  rights  of  full  citizenship. 

firm  belief  that  the  wise  policy  of  our 
statesmen  is  not  only  just  in  itself,  but 
tly  adapted  to  inspire  the  settlers  from 

lands  with  attachment  to  our  common 
y and  its  benign  institutions,  and  to  ex- 
fa  amongst  them  feelings  of  prejudice  and 
te  nationality,  I congratulate  my  fellow 
s,  so  large  a portion  of  whom  have  come 
istant  lands,  upon  the  returning  spirit  of 
ny  and  kindness,  between  all  classes  of 
r,  which  but  recently  seemed,  from  a com- 


bination of  causes,  threatened  with  permanent 
disturbance. 

The  question  of  the  extension  of  slavery  into 
our  new  national  Territory,  although  not  form- 
ing any  part  of  State  politics,  was  neverless  so 
prominent  a feature  in  the  late  canvass,  as  to 
create  the  expectation,  perhaps, that  I should, on 
this  occasion,  say  something  concerning  it. 

Up  to  the  time  of  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
Compromise,  I had  ever  considered  the  exis- 
tence of  slavery  within  the  United  States  as  an 
anomaly  in  our  republican  system,  tolerated  by 
a necessity  springing  from  the  actual  presence 
of  the  institution  among  us  when  our  Consti- 
tution was  adopted. 

The  provisions  in  the  Constitution  for  a slave 
bases  of  representation,  and  for  the  reclama- 
tion of  fugitives  from  labor,  I had  supposed, 
and  still  suppose,  were  admitted  there  upon 
that  necessity.  And  that  such  were  also  the 
views  of  a vast  majority  of  the  American  people 
both  North  and  South,  I had,  until  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Bill,  never 
doubted. 

But  the  introduction,  progress  and  passage 
of  that  measure,  together  with  the  course  ot 
argument  made  to  sustain  it,  forced  me  reluc- 
tantly to  the  conclusion  that,  if  finally  success- 
ful, slavery  is  no  longer  to  he  considered  or 
treated  as  anomalous  in  our  system,  but  is  rath- 
er, thenceforward,  to  be  a leading  and  favorite 
element  of  society,  to  he  politically  recognised  as 
such,  and  to  which  all  else  must  bend  and  con- 
form. This  conclusion  is  strengthened,  not  a 
little,  by  the  subsequent  administration  of  the 
measure,  in  the  same  hands  which  originated 
and  matured  it.  Considering  that  we  are  an 
intelligent  people,  living  in  an  enlightened  age, 
and  professing  the  peaceful  doctrines  ot  Chris- 
tianity, and  a love  ot  liberty  above  all  tilings 
earthly,  it  may  well  he  doubted  whether,  when 
the  world’s  history  shall  have  been  written  to 
its  close,  it  will  contain  a more  extraordinary 
page  than  that  which  shall  record  the  history 
of  Kansas  in  1855  and  1856. 

Forced  to  the  conclusion  stated,  a large  por- 
tion of  our  fellow-citizens,  myself  among  them, 
have  resisted  the  consummation  as  we  best 
could;  and  believing  that  not  the  fate  of  the  ne- 
gro alone,  hut  the  liberties  of  the  white  man— 
of  all  men,  are  involved  in  the  issue,  we  shall 
continue  to  resist  according  to  our  best  ability. 

In  doing  this  we  shall  ever  he  careful  neither 
to  forget  nor  disregard  the  value  of  the  Union, 
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the  obligations  of  the  Constitution,  nor  even  the 
courtesies  due  our  brethren  of  the  South. 

Oar  present  revenue  is  ample  for  all  our  pur- 
poses. It  is  fair  to  presume,  that,  with  reason- 
ably economical  management  on  the  part  of  the 
officers  of  our  State,  we  shall  forever,  hereafter, 
escape  the  imputation  of  delinquency  in  the  pay- 
ment of  our  debts.  I recommend  urgently  upon 
you  the  most  rigid  economy,  in  which,  be  as- 
sured, you  shall  have  my  most  cheerful  aid  and 
support.  By  such  means  we  shall,  in  a very  few 
years,  have  extinguished  our  State  debt,  when 
Illinois  will  stand  before  the  world  in  a most  en- 
viable attitude.  To  accomplish  this,  it  is  but 
necessary  that  we  pursue  the  system  so  happily 
inaugurated  by  my  immediate  predecessor — ever 
bearing  in  mind  that  economy  is  the  true  secret 
of  national  as  well  as  individual  prosperity. 

Called  to  the  Executive  Chair  without  any 
desire  on  my  part  for  such  a position  of  respon- 
sibility, I assume  the  duties  with  confidence, 
not  in  any  ability  of  my  own,  but  in  the  knowl- 
edge that  I shall  be  assisted  by  the  counsels  of 


good  men,  experienced  in  the  affair* 
and  by  the  cheerful  and  hearty  cobpei 
the  whole  {people,  in  all  laudable  effor 
velope  her  material  wealth  and  advance 
ilization.  If  a kind  Providence  shall  8] 
life  for  the  term  to  which  the  people  ha 
ed  me,  I shall  hope  to  retire  from  tl 
carrying  with  me  the  consciousness  of 
contributed,  as  far  as  was  in  my  power 
developement  of  the  wrealth,  and  the  big 
and  social  position  of  our  noble  State. 

That  our  high  hopes  and  expectation! 
gard  to  the  future  greatness  of  our  St* 
be  fully  realized,  let  us  work  for  its  cofti 
tion,  with  that  harmony  and  mutual  goi 
ing  which  insure  success — trusting  t 
over-ruling,  but  always  kind,  Providen 
smile  upon  our  efforts,  and  bless  us  witl 
and  prosperity,  and  a continuance  to  on 
and  our  posterity,  of  the  blessings  of  co 
tional  liberty. 

WM.  H.  BISSI 


